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Non Fiction: 

Talking History: 150 years of world-changing speeches 

by Joan Lennon and Joan Dritsas Haig 

16 engaging speakers and their speeches, chosen from a diverse range 

of backgrounds and periods in history, are profiled in this accessible and 

immersive graphic novel style text. Including Emmeline Pankhust, Abra-

ham Lincoln, Nelson Mandela, Greta Thunberg and Funmilayo Ransome-

Kuti, each double-page spread includes speeches, background history 

and biographical detail in this text that’s perfect for upper KS2 

Jummy at the River School by Sabine Adeyinka 

Jummy is looking forward to starting at a prestigious boarding school in 

Southern Nigeria, but her hope is tinged with sadness, as her best friend 

Caro was not given a place. But as Jummy is settling in and making new 

friends, Caro arrives unexpectedly – not as a student – but as a servant. 

This lively first-person portrayal of boarding school life, friendships and 

fast-moving fun will appeal to independent readers in KS2. Teachers will 

find this text a useful example of autobiographical and recount writing for 

UKS2 classes, and also for the vivid narrative and cultural comparison to 

school life in the UK. 

Fiction: 

I Am the Subway by Kim Hyo-eun and Deborah Smith 

This stunningly illustrated picture book plunges the reader into the cut 

and thrust world of a city subway, describing not just the sights, sounds 

and atmosphere, but delicately peeking into the lives and feelings of the 

passengers on board. A work of art, this is a book to be treasured by 

children of all ages 

Picture book: 
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